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Aug. 31,  
2006
MSUM has set into its goals a 
collaborative thrust to improve 
student retention.
Retention itself—ensur-
ing that students return after 
their first year—became a 
focus when the American 
Association of State Colleges 
and Universities visited cam-
pus for two days last March 
to observe how administra-
tors and faculty work with 
students.
AASCU wrote a report for 
MSUM detailing reasons why 
students may leave, one of 
which was that “MSUM is 
known as a place ‘to get your 
liberals’ and then to transfer.” 
The report also mentioned 
strengths, among which was 
the faculty’s level of concern 
for students.
The report was used in 
June at the Student Success 
Institute, where a phalanx of 
administrators, faculty, staff 
and students came up with 
recommendations for different 
groups on campus to improve 
retention.
Janet Haak Aarness, academ-
ic support programs director, 
said, “There’s so many ideas 
that are used at other places 
that we haven’t done here.”
Those ideas include learn-
ing communities, where stu-
dents have peer groups to help 
them; summer bridge pro-
grams, where freshmen can 
come to campus in the sum-
mer before Orientation; and 
forming a more central loca-
tion for student needs, one that 
would possibly include places 
like the Peer Advising Center, 
Minority Student Services, the 
Counseling Center and sup-
plemental instruction.
“Marching orders have gone 
out,” said Moorhead Police 
Chief Dave Ebinger on Aug. 
22 in response to questioning 
about police involvement with 
MSUM’s new Good Samaritan 
policy. “We don’t want stu-
dents to fear the police.”
The MSUM alcohol policy 
states what the Good Samaritan 
Policy is: “A student, who may 
be in violation of the alcohol/
other drug policies, but comes 
to the aid of another student 
by seeking professional help, 
will not be cited for alcohol/
other drug university conduct 
violations.”
Whether the Good Samaritan 
is a minor or not, even if he or 
she is drunk, as long as that 
individual does not become a 
disturbance themselves during 
the process of helping another, 
they will neither be written 
up on campus nor cited for 
charges by the Moorhead 
Police Department.
Susanne Williams, assistant 
to MSUM President Roland 
Barden, said, “We want to give 
everyone the tools to help one 
another.”
The hope is that future inci-
dents, which could otherwise 
end disastrously, will be han-
dled quickly and efficiently as 
students will no longer need to 
fear being reprimanded after 
taking responsible actions to 
help others.
As with any policy, there are 
black and white areas within 
the gray ones. “All bets off if 
driving,” Ebinger said.
Though MPD is more than 
willing to wave offenses in 
regard to minor drug and 
alcohol charges in such cir-
cumstances—so long as Good 
Samaritans are cooperative 
and not in possession of illegal 
drugs—someone attempting 
to, for instance, drive someone 
to the hospital while under 
the influence of alcohol, as 
Ebinger said, will “bring them 




Good Samaritans get a break




CARy KNUDSON / thE ADvOCAtE
Minnesota State Community and technical College senior Jenny 
hovland works out at the current Wellness Center on 14th Street.
Race of rivals
Soccer team splits 
regular season













getting people help 




about the details of 
renovations to their 
dining location
FeatureS, page 5
Students have put about 
$1,237,600 into the proposed 
Wellness Center since 2004, 
and many have been wonder-
ing, “What’s the hold up?”
First year Minnesota State 
Community and Technical 
College transfer student 
McKensie Wallner said, “If it 
is going to take so long, I think 
that alumnus who have previ-
ously paid from their tuition 
should have the option to be 
able to go for free too.”
The Wellness Center, which 
was first conceived four years 
ago, has been plagued by 
numerous delays recently.
Construction was supposed 
to break ground last summer 
after previously being delayed 
due to a technical problem in 
the architectural contract.
The center was then delayed 
again due to phase one of 
Kise construction that is being 
helmed by the architecture 
firm Hastings and Chivetta. 
The St. Louis, Mo., firm is 













Joshua Schwark, an MSUM 
senior in business manage-
ment, recently launched a 
new business in Fargo called 
“Carry Out Cab.”
His business provides deliv-
ery service from restaurants 
that do not normally deliver.
“At the present time, three 
restaurants are participating: 
Bertrosa’s and Renny’s Parlour 
in Fargo and Thai Orchid in 
Moorhead,” Schwark said.
Schwark calls the restau-
rant, places the order, picks it 
up and delivers it to the cus-
tomer. Delivery time is about 
45 minutes. Carry Out Cab 
delivers within the city limits 
of Moorhead, Fargo and West 
Fargo. 
Schwark, originally from 
West Fargo, said that he has 
been thinking about start-
ing this business for a long 
time. He got the idea about 
five years ago while living in 
Breckenridge, Colo. Schwark 
said that it took him about 
a week to write up a busi-
ness plan. He then received 
a small-business loan to get 
started.
The Fargo Forum ran an arti-
cle on Schwark on Aug. 18. 
Schwark said that after the 
article ran he got over 3,500 
hits on his Web site in one 
weekend. 
“Now that the Forum article 
ran, other restaurants look at 
me as more legit,” Schwark 
said.
According to Schwark, 
Bennigan’s and Grazie’s will 
be added to his restaurant 
options in September. Three 
additional restaurants have 
expressed interest. Schwark 
said that he hopes to eventu-






Noise complaint outside 
Dahl
911 hang-up in Bridges
911 hang-up in King 
Alcohol offenses in 
Holmquist
Fire alarm in Nelson
Vehicle damage in 
Lot P
Fire Alarm in library
Alarm sounding in 
Grantham
Theft in Lot P 
Alcohol offenses outside 
CMU
Vandalism in Nemzek 
Counterfeiting/forgery in 
CMU
Lost property on campus
Fire alarm in 
Neumaier
Fire alarm in Nelson
Theft from vehicle in 
Lot S
Solicitation




Applications for Eurospring 
2007 will be accepted begin-
ning Sept. 1 in the Office of 
International Programs. 
Eurospring is a 12-credit 
humanities study abroad pro-
gram open to sophomores and 
higher year levels. 
Students will spend five 
weeks in Oxford and three 
weeks touring various cities 
in Europe.  
For further information, stop 
by Frick 151 or check the web 
site at www.mnstate.edu/intl; 




The campus community is 
invited to a reception to honor 
professor Ellen Brisch, biosci-
ences, on at 2 p.m. Sept. 8 in 
the Science Lab atrium. 
A brief program will be held 
at 2 p.m., followed by refresh-
ments.
Brisch has been selected as 
a 2006 National Academic 
Advising Association’s 
Outstanding Advising 
Certificate of Merit recipient 
in the Faculty Advising cat-
egory.  
This award, given to individ-
uals whose primary respon-
sibility is teaching and who 
spend a portion of their time 
providing academic advising 
services to students, is one of 
17 awards nationally. Brisch 
will formally accept  the award 
at a ceremony in October.
Go Greek week 
starts Sept. 5 
Female students interested in 
learning more about Greek life 
at MSUM can come to infor-
mational meetings  at  6:30 
p.m. or 8:30 p.m. Sept. 5, 6:30 
p.m. or 8:30 p.m. Sept. 6, 7:00 
p.m. Sept. 7, with a preference 
night culminating the week at 
8:00 p.m. Sept. 8.
Meet each night at the CMU 




UFO expert Robert Hastings 
will present a 90-minute lec-
ture and slide show on UFOs 
at 8:00 p.m. Sept. 13 in the 
CMU Ballroom.  
There is no admission 
charge.
The program is based on 
previously classified U.S. Air 
Force, CIA and FBI docu-
ments that were released to 
the public via the Freedom of 
Information Act. ADVOCATE
Minnesota State University Moorhead
Box 130 Moorhead, MN 56563
Located on the lower floor of Comstock Memorial Union 
Room 110





The Advocate is published weekly during the academic year, 
except during final examination and vacation periods. 
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily 
those of the college administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor and your 
turn submissions. They should be typed and must include 
the writer’s name, signature, address, phone number, year 
in school or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are 
due Monday at 5 p.m. and can be sent to MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off at The Advocate office in CMU Room 110 or 
e-mailed to us at: advocate@mnstate.edu. The Advocate 
reserves the right to edit letters and refuse publication of 
letters omitting requested information. It does not guarantee 
the publication of any letter. 
“Where did this Jesus come from?”
The Advocate is prepared for publication by Minnesota 
State University Moorhead students and is printed by Davon 
Press, West Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2006, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented writers, photog-
raphers, columnists and illustrators. Meetings are held every 
Monday at 4:30 p.m. in CMU 110. 




Alyssa Schafer Features Editor
Brittany Knudson Opinion Editor
Robyn Rohde Sports Editor
Kellie Meehlhause Arts and Entertainment Editor
Heather Gruenhagen Photo Editor
Amanda Huggett Copy Editor
Shailiza Manandhar Copy Editor
Samantha Kveno Copy Editor
Jenna Raschick Advertising Manager
Sabrina Whiting Advertising Representative
Brittany Moen Adverstising Representitive
Julie Barry Distribution Manager
Columnists: Mukesh Khanal, Samantha Kveno, Ben Sailer, 
Edward T.J. Brown
Reporters: Nick Lerud, William Rohla, Chris Flynn, Ben 
Sailer, Ann Tiegs
Photographers: Lizzie Chinander, Sayward Honer, Matthew 
Johnson, Cary Knudson, Jen Hilbrands, Jon Lambert
Illustrators: Yelena Mejova, Katherine Young, Abby Peter-
son, Sheila Johnson, Nicole Nelson, John Berdahl
carriE SnydEr / thE advOcatE 
Elementary education major Sara abel, sophomore, takes a study break in the shade. 

























The Academic Policy 
Advisory Council begins 
meetings Sept. 5 and contin-
ues every other Tuesday at 
3:00 p.m.The first meeting is 
in CMU 101.
Two student positions are 





 Construction has temporar-
ily displaced faculty offices 
formerly in MacLean.
The math department is in 
Science Lab 003.
Economics and political sci-
ence are in the Foundation 
Annex’s upper level.
History and women’s stud-
ies are in the Dragon Den, 
Flora Frick 152.
Languages, American multi-
cultural studies and TOCAR 
are in the library porch.
All will move back to 
MacLean once construction 





ence department has moved 
from Lommen to King 103, 
with offices and rooms on the 
first and second floors.
Some art department offic-
es and classrooms have been 
located to King’s third floor.
The biosciences and chemis-
try departments have moved 
into Hagen. Main offices are 
within HA 407. Please access 
from the Science Lab’s first 
floor south end and up the 
elevator or stairs.
The physics department has 
moved into Hagen’s third 
floor. The main office is HA 
307. Please access the Science 
Lab’s first floor south end and 
up the elevator or stairs.
The technology department 
has moved into Hagen’s sec-
ond floor. The main office is 
HA 211. Please access from 
the Science Lab’s first floor 





This week’s updated list-
ing of current Minnesota 
State Colleges’  employment 





In the upper right picture on 
page 5 of the Aug. 24 Advocate, 
Kristin Kendall was the cor-
rect name that should have 
correlated with the fourth per-
son from the left.
dr. allan chapman 
lecture
Dr. Allan Chapman will hold 
a public lecture 7:30 p.m., 
Sept. 21 in Science Lab 108.
Thursday, Aug. 31, 2006 Page 3, The AdvocateNews
delivery, from fronT 
Schwark said, “I 
have some flyers 
around town and 
plan to run ads in The 
Advocate and The 
Spectrum.” After Sept. 
1, Schwark wants to 
run ads on radio and 
cable television.
“When I start adver-
tising,” said Schwark, 
“I will have one per-
son on the phone at 
all times and two to 
three people to take 
orders.” Carry Out 
Cab is operated from 
Schwark’s Fargo 
apartment with the 
help of two employ-
ees and friends.  After 
Oct. 1, he plans to rent 
a building in Fargo to 
have a more central 
location.
The minimum order 
for delivery is $10. 
A delivery charge of 
$3.99 is added to the 
order. Drivers collect 
the total and pay the 
restaurant their portion. Tips 
are appreciated by the driv-
ers. A gratuity of 12 percent is 
automatically added to orders 
more than $65.
Cash or check is the accepted 
form of payment. Schwark 
said that he is in the process 
getting set up to accept credit 
cards.
When asked what he liked 
best about his business, 
Schwark replied, “Building 
something for myself. I feel 
like I am creating something.”
Menus for the restaurants 
can be viewed on Schwark’s 
Web site. After customers 
make their selections, they call 
Schwark at (701) 478-5999 to 
place their orders.
Carry Out Cab delivers 
weekdays 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
and weekends from 5 p.m. to 
10 p.m. Go to www.carryout-
cabonline.com to learn more 
and view the menus.
The hope is that such an area 
would allow students to form 
a relationship with someone 
on campus, which helps stu-
dents who are considering 
dropping out.
Tim Borchers, arts and 
humanities associate dean, 
said, “I think, probably, finan-
cial reasons are the biggest” 
why students do not return for 
a second year.
“And it is pretty easy to get a 
good job in Fargo-Moorhead. 
So once you get out and make 
some money, there’s a smaller 
chance that you’ll come back,” 
he said.
Borchers, a 1991 graduate of 
the University of Nebraska, 
said more students are work-
ing than in the past.
He points to the fact that he 
worked maybe only 20 hours a 
week during college and did it 
mainly for spending money.
Ideally, Aarness said, 10 to 15 
hours a week is what students 
should be working.
Ron Jeppson, social and 
natural sciences dean, said, 
“(AASCU members) also 
thought we needed to do a 
little bit more with our first 
year experience,” as well as 
more data collection on actual 
reasons why students leave.
Coincidentally, Minnesota 
State Colleges and Universities 
has targeted retention as a per-
formance indicator 
for all of its schools.
MSUM President 
Roland Barden gave 
a presentation at an 
all-university meet-




sentation, a graph 
depicted MSUM’s 
retention rate from 
the fall of 2000 
through fall of 2004, 
demonstrating that 
retention fluctuates from year 
to year.
According to the National 
Center for Education Statistics 
for fall 2004, MSUM has the 
penultimate retention rate 
among MnSCU’s seven univer-
sities, topping only St. Paul’s 
Metroplitan State University. 
In the fall of 2004, MSUM 
retained 66 percent of return-
ing full-time freshmen.
Barden’s presentation also 
showed initiatives such as 
Dragon Core and the universi-
ty’s writing program as efforts 
that are focused on improving 
retention.
Jeppson, whose involvement 
with AASCU brought the 
group to campus last March, 
said the next step to improv-
ing retention is bringing stu-
dents into the discussion.
“What we’re going to have 
to do now is involve the entire 
campus,” he said.
Ann Tiegs / The AdvocATe
msUm senior Joshua schwark has launched a venture called carry out cab where he delivers food from res-
taurants that do not deliver.
reTenTion, from fronT 
Retention rate: percent of full-time, first-time
undergraduate students who entered in fall 2003 and 
returned fall 2004.
Institution                                                       Percent
Metropolitan State University  44
MSUM	 	 	 	 	 66
Bemidji State University   70
Southwest Minnesota State University 71
St. Cloud State University   72
Winona State University   73
Minnesota State University Mankato  78
Source: National Center for Education Statistics.
Tiegs can be reached
at a_l_tiegs@hotmail.com.
morris can be reached
at morrisle@mnstate.edu.
samaritan, from front 









OWNED & OPERATED BY DRAGON ALUMNI         WE WELCOME & VALUE YOUR BUSINESS
421 N. UNIVERSITY DRIVE
701.235.8425
7 BLOCKS S. OF NDSU
FULL SERVICE 
OFF SALE & BAR
OPEN NIGHTLY UNTIL 2AM
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In emergency situations peo-
ple who consume too much 
alcohol need treatment for 
possible poisoning and need 
to be stabilized. Important 
things to remember are to 
keep those individuals awake, 
lay them on their sides so they 
won’t choke if they vomit, and 
calling an ambulance. 
The MSUM Alcohol and 
Other Drug Policy, contrary 
to rumor, is actually similar to 
past policies, with the excep-
tion of the Good Samaritan 
clause. Now, it’s bundled into 
a more readily understand-
able framework.
Though the tragic death of 
Patrick Kycia last school year 
was not a direct cause for this 
policy’s enactment, circum-
stances such as his were and 
are its main focus. 
This November, as well as 
next fall, MSUM will be offer-
ing “bystander training” ses-
sions to help alleviate further 
fears students often have 
when dealing with emergen-
cies in crowded situations.
For further information on 
alcohol and its affects, MSUM 
has recently created a survey 
site at www.mnstate.edu/aod. 
There, students can complete 
e-CHUG and anonymously 
answer questions such as how 
often they drink and how 
much.
The program e-CHUG turns 
the amount a person drinks 
into its equivalent in money 
spent and calories gained, in 
addition to other personalized 
feedback.
 
Long lines and concrete floors 
don’t exactly make the Kise 
Commons feel like home. 
In fact, many students 
become nostalgic when they 
think of pre-renovation Kise. 
Casey Gruman, sophomore, 
said he misses the old Kise, 
but also appreciates the recent 
changes.
“I loved Kise before, but 
it did need to be changed,” 
Gruman said. 
“You’d sit in chairs and your 
butt would fall through; tables 
were tilted and off-balance 
and wobbly; you’d trip on the 
carpet because it was pulling 
up from the glue,” Gruman 
said. “It definitely needed to 
be renovated.”
Beth Conner, director of 
housing and residential life, 
said even though Kise does not 
look finished at the moment, it 
will pay off for students in the 
end.   
“(The renovation has creat-
ed) kind of a warehouse effect 
… and it certainly isn’t a fin-
ished look, but it’s the most 
cost-effective way of complet-
ing this,” Conner said. 
“Obviously being cost-effec-
tive is important when it’s stu-
dent fees that are paying for 
the project,” she said.
The total cost of the renova-
tion will be approximately $4 
million, Conner said. 
“Because Kise is the residen-
tial dining center, we’ve put 
the cost of renovation on the 
room portion of (a residence 
hall) contract,” Conner said.
She said the cost of a room 
and board contract has 
increased during the past two 
years as a result of the renova-
tion.   
However, in upcoming years 
increases will be based solely 
on increases in contract val-
ues, the cost of living and 
utilities—not the renovation, 
Conner said. 
Phase one of the renova-
tion will be complete when 
the south wall of the dining 
room is finished. That exterior 
wall will be replaced by a new 
curtain wall that will provide 
natural light through large 
windows, Conner said. 
Next, a new main entrance 
will be built on the northern 
end of the west exterior wall.
This new enclosed entrance, 
known as the vestibule, will 
be finished some time in 
November, Conner said. 
“We’re still hoping the new 
vestibule is done before win-
ter really hits,” she said. 
In the meantime, adjust-
ments will be made to keep 
students inside during inclem-
ent weather, Conner said.  
Jean Tweten, who has worked 
in Kise for 30 years, said she 
doesn’t like the current long 
lines that leave some students 
standing outside.
“That’s why we’re moving 
the desk back farther so stu-
dents will have a place to be 
(inside),” Tweten said.  
This is the first renovation 
Tweten has seen during her 
time at Kise. She said things 
haven’t changed much over 
really, really long it would be 
nice to have,” Conner said.
Before the renovation, Kise 
could comfortably seat 320 
students. Now the capacity is 
418 students, Conner said. 
There are two corner booths; 
two double booths; 32 high-
top tables; 42 large, round 
tables; and 9 small, rectangu-
lar tables, Conner said.  
Students have conflicting 
feelings about the new round 
tables, which replaced the 
long, rectangular ones. 
“I think last year’s tables 
were definitely better com-
munity builders because they 
were long and they’d fit more 
people on them,” Gruman 
said. 
“For example, my art class 
and I would come to Kise after 
class, and we would all sit at a 
big, long table,” he said.
Sophomore Tessa Torgeson 
said she the tables actually 
facilitate a feeling of commu-
nity. 
“I think Kise feels a lot more 
welcoming and inviting now 
because it’s a lot more open 
and the tables are like they 
would be at home,” Torgeson 
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the years, but she has noticed 
the kids are a lot nicer now. 
Tweten will be happy once 
the renovation is complete 
and the lines move smoothly 
again, she said. 
Conner said they will add a 
second Dragon ID scanning 
stand, so lines will move fast-
er. 
Eventually, there will be an 
abbreviated hall connecting 
Kise to the CMU, but for now 
students must walk outside, 
she said. 
“I know it’s inconvenient, 
but it’s the only way they can 
give both facilities security,” 
Conner said. “It’s for a very 
brief period of time.”  
Construction will continue 
throughout the year on the 
north side of Kise, where the 
new Kise offices and public 
restrooms will be located, con-
ner said.   
The fireplace and other ame-
nities like plasma TVs will be 
added will be added as time 
and funds allow, she said.  
“One of the things I want to 
make sure that we add is the 
double-sided fireplace. In this 
climate, when the nights get 
Kise renovation underway
    Students leery at first, but take changes in stride
By ALYSSA SCHAFER
Features Editor
SAYwARd HonER /  THE AdvoCATE 
The Kise renovation is set to be completed by opening day fall 2007, Housing and Residential Life 
director Beth Conner said.
SAYwARd HonER / THE AdvoCATE
Jean Tweten scans Haleigh overseth’s dragon Id.
Schafer can be reached
 at lyss_05@hotmail.com.
said. “It’s a more friendly 
atmosphere.”  
Conner said the round tables 
make Kise feel like an adult 
dining room rather than a caf-
eteria. 
“They take up a little bit 
more floor space, but they’re 
more conversation friendly 
than last year’s long tables,” 
she said.
Conner said there might also 
be changes in the hours Kise 
is open, perhaps converting to 
more of a continuous dining 
system.
“Sodexho has been incred-
ible throughout this process,” 
Conner said. “They have 
worked hard all summer … to 
get themselves resituated and 
reorganize all of their materi-
als.  
MSUM’s Sodexho contract 
has been renued for seven 
years with the option to renew 
for an additional three.  
“The new Kise is good; the 
new Kise is great. I’ll take it; 
I’ll accept it,” Gruman said. 
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Helping fellow 
peers, MSUM 
students, is a 
no-brainer
As MSUM gets used to the changes in its alcohol 
policy, many students have gotten confused as to 
how the changes relate to them.
Yes, we all know that now if you are underage 
drinking off campus, and the cops give you a 
minor, the university steps in too. Not only will 
you have to deal with a minor, but also with tak-
ing a mandatory class and meeting with counsel-
ors at MSUM.
Does this make us more paranoid?
A lot of talk has centered around the Good 
Samaritan policy. The clause states that if one 
calls for medical help for a fellow drinker, that 
person will not be held for a minor.  
Why is it such an important thing for underage 
drinkers to worry about?
Do they plan to designate one person to get alco-
hol poisoning, so that they may call an ambulance 
and get away with drinking?
Yeah, right.
The clause, however, is important. It promotes 
helping fellow drinkers when they’re not able to 
help themselves. 
Alcohol poisoning is often overlooked. Ever had 
a friend pass out? Throw up until all they could 
manage were dry heaves? And then did you 
leave them alone, without getting medical assis-
tance because you feared getting in trouble? It’s 
pretty common.
This clause promotes getting those people help. 
It asks the college community to take care of one 
another in these situations. It asks that instead 
of gambling with someone’s life, we assist one 
another. 
The university wrote this clause not to give us a 
“loophole” to a problem we had before. It was to 
further emphasize the safety and well-being of its 
students.
This clause shouldn’t really change the way that 
people handle drinking situations. The clause 
shouldn’t have to be such a big deal. Getting 
someone medical assistance shouldn’t have to be 
promoted. 






The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily those of the college 
administration, faculty or student body. The Advocate encourages Letters to the 
Editor and Your Turn submissions. They should be typed and must include the 
writer’s name, signature, address, phone number, year in school or occupation 
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
MSUM makes frequent pub-
lic declarations of its com-
mitment to “tolerance and 
diversity” with mentions of a 
desire for “civility” occasion-
ally added. The actual absence 
of these qualities here is made 
even more manifest by the 
presence of references to them 
in the institution’s rhetoric. 
MSUM faculty were encour-
aged to participate in “faculty 
development day” activities 
at the beginning of this semes-
ter featuring an address by 
Dr. Mark Taylor dealing with 
“postmodern pedagogy.” 
During his address Dr. 
Taylor praised former presi-
dent Clinton as being intel-
ligent. He then characterized 
President Bush as “unintelli-
gent” and raised the question 
of what that indicates about a 
society that elected him. 
At a later point in the lec-
ture he made references to 
Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld 
with overtones susceptible of 
being perceived as sneering.  
There were audience mem-
bers present who voted for 
Bush, members who are 
Republicans, and members 
who disagree with Bush 
Administration policies but 
think that our national leaders 
deserve more respect than Dr. 
Taylor accorded them.  
“Faculty development” was 
used as a pretext for a par-
tisan political harangue. No 
one involved in organizing the 
event issued an apology to 
those faculty who might have 
felt excluded or marginalized 
by the tone of the address.
Some of the leaders of this 
university interpret “tolerance 
and diversity” as meaning 
“Everyone should be the same 
as us.” Not everyone here 
wants to be the same as them. 
Among other things, some of 
us might want to be tolerant 
and diverse instead of using 
“tolerance and diversity” as 






The Comstock Memorial 
Union presented the first ever 
Dragons After Dark program 
on Monday, Aug. 21.  
Although the event was cov-
ered in The Advocate, much of 
the credit for the planning and 
execution was misplaced.  
The Comstock Memorial 
Union pulled together a plan-
ning committee in the spring 
of 2006.  The committee includ-
ed Layne Anderson, Jordan 
Urich, Kirsti Fleming, Kathy 
Schmidt, Kim Koenders, Kayla 
Muennich, Karen Mehnert-
Meland and myself.
The group spent time 
throughout the summer plan-
ning activities, decorations, 
food and seeking prize dona-
tions.  
The purpose of Dragons 
After Dark: Lights, Camera, 
Action was to familiarize new 
students with the CMU and 
as the article stated, serve as 
a kick-off event for future late 
night programming.
The combined efforts of the 
planning committee, offices 
and service areas throughout 
the CMU proved successful. 
Without the hard work of 
CMU service area employees, 
Main Office Administrative 
Assistants, Service Area 
Managers, Building Managers, 
General Maintenance Workers, 
Campus Activities Board, 
SOCs, Campus Security, 
Sodexho and the Office of 
Student Activities, Dragons 
After Dark would have failed. 
We look forward to collabo-
rating to provide more excit-
ing events in the future.
Becky Boyle Jones
Assistant Director 
Activities & Greek life
Faculty day title misleading
 Letters to the Editor
Credit misplaced for CMU 
Dragons After Dark event
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As I sat contemplating 
what I would write about 
for my very first column 
in The Advocate, I became 
vexed at the sight of a 
blank page. So I flicked 
on the TV. 
“Sex and the City” 
had just come on, and I 
felt compelled by some 
unknown force to watch it. 
Half an hour and some inap-
propriate humor later, I sat 
back down with a new sense 
of purpose: I was Carrie 
Bradshaw.
Here I am, a single gal who’s 
living on her own (kind of) in 
a city that never sleeps (until 
the bars close at 2:00 a.m.). I’m 
blonde—the shade, of course, 
varies—and I do enjoy my 
fair share of designer clothes 
from time to time. And, like 
Carrie, I have been known to 
splurge on shoes I can’t really 
afford. We seemed so alike, it 
was scary.
Ok, so not really.
I am technically single, but 
only for the fact that I’m not 
married. I’ve been with Eric 
for more than two years, and 
the steady relationship is treat-
ing me well. Unlike Carrie, I 
don’t have a “Mr. Big.” 
That one man who, though 
you know he doesn’t always 
treat you like he should, you 
can’t get enough of. The one 
who usually ends up ruin-
ing your other relation-
ships.
This metropolis that I 
live in does not afford 
quite the lavish life-
style that many New 
Yorkers have come to 
know. Moorhead is a 
pretty quiet town, save 
for the honking horns 
of first-time city drivers and 
blasting rap music as people 
drive by my sorority house. 
Yes, that’s correct: I don’t live 
in a small but quaint apart-
ment, I share my house with 
a crew of girls who are my 
sisters. So the “living on my 
own” part is out the window.
The blonde thing will never 
change. It’s as much a part of 
me as my height or the color 
of my eyes. From bad home-
dye jobs that have resulted 
in a brass-gold color to a 
poor salon choice that made 
me almost a brunette, I have 
learned to stick close to the 
shade of my roots and just get 
highlights from time to time.
And, rather unfortunately, I 
do not have quite the caliber 
of designer names in my clos-
et that Ms. Bradshaw enjoys. 
There is no Gucci or Prada, 
though my buddies Calvin 
Klein and Ralph Lauren have 
been firmly established ward-
robe staples of mine since high 
school. 
Of course, not all my stuff is 
designer: MSUM, Delta Zeta 
and Mahnomen and Fertile-
Beltrami High Schools make 
up the bulk of my everyday 
wear.
And the shoes, I’m sorry to 
say, are not Manolo Blahniks 
or Jimmy Choos, but they are 
Steve Maddens. Despite the 
fact that they are about $300 
less per pair than the above-
mentioned designers, they are 
near and dear to my heart. 
So near, in fact, I had to put a 
hold on buying groceries for a 
couple of weeks until I’d paid 
off that unruly credit card bill. 
You haven’t lived until you’ve 
had popcorn as your lunch 
and Pop-Tarts for supper. 
Those were the days.
So, through this very first of 
columns, I’ve learned that I am 
not indeed Carrie Bradshaw. 
My illusions are gone like the 
summer sun. Hopefully, my 
new audience, this will make 
me a better writer for you to 
read.
Innocent mistakes provide humor on campus
One of the funny sides of 
MSUM used to be the west 
side of Weld. The elevator 
on that side used to have a 
sign that said “Handicapped 
Elevator.” If I were a sane per-
son, I would never ride on that 
elevator.
When we say “handicapped,” 
we mean something or some-
one having a physical, mental 
or psychological defect. It was 
not clear what defects that 
“Handicapped Elevator” (here 
on referred to as the ‘H.E.’) 
had, but the more important 
question in my mind upon 
seeing it was: why had it not 
been treated?
I saw people use that eleva-
tor several times. What if the 
H.E. stopped running midway 
through its journey, bringing 
the life of the rider(s) riding 
the H.E. into jeopardy? The 
H.E. was a grave danger to the 
students, faculty and staff of 
MSUM. So why had it escaped 
the scrutiny of the university 
management?
In my mind there were two 
solutions to that problem: 
the elevator should either 
be treated medically, or the 
sign should be replaced with 
another proper and correct 
sign—a sign that would make 
every user of that elevator at 
peace.
I was not sure what the cor-
rect sign should have been, 
but I was pretty sure that 
“Handicapped Elevator” 
wasn’t it.  Should it be “Elevator 
for Handicaps”? I once thought 
of going and asking somebody 
from the English department, 
which incidental-
ly, is in the same 
building.
I visited the 
elevator regu-
larly, not to ride 
it but to observe 
if the sign had 
been changed. 
My heart finally 
breathed a sigh of relief at the 
end of last semester when the 
sign was replaced with a bet-
ter one. 
In a related note, another 
funny side of MSUM is—well, 
take a guess—the “in-side” of 
Weld. When you enter Weld 
from the south door, take the 
stairs to the ground floor. 
There are two restrooms on 
either side: one for ladies and 
one for men. There are signs 
outside the restrooms pointing 
to restrooms for men or ladies. 
The signs say mens instead of 
men.
I circled the mens in one 
of the signs in the December 
of 2004 with a red marker, 
hoping that somebody would 
notice the mistake and correct 
it. But the signs have stayed 
there for the last 16 months, 
one of them circled by my red 
marker.
It is ironic that such mistakes 
continue to happen in the 
building that has the English 
department. It doesn’t mean 
that it’s the department’s fault, 
although the sign seems to be a 
dark spot in the department’s 
name, like the dark spot on 
the clear full moon. But then 
again, the imperfection on the 
moon makes it look beautiful. 
So maybe the English depart-
ment in Weld has a good thing 
going on for it because imper-
fections, as they say, can be 
beautiful.
Just look at the mole on 
Cindy Crawford’s face (a mole 
is a form of cancer), the pearl 
(created due to accidental 
entry of sand particles into the 
oyster shell), a dimple on your 
cheek (caused due to imper-
fect placement of teeth) or a 
shiny diamond (impurities in 
diamonds make them shine, 
pure diamonds don’t shine). 
They are examples of beauti-
ful imperfections.
Despite all those reasons, 
it can’t be denied that spot-
ting such incidents around the 
university brings comic relief. 
At times when the calculus 
classes are getting boring, the 
philosophy lectures are get-
ting lousy, and the English 
classes are getting tiring, such 
incidents provide a chuckle, if 
not a laugh. 
Do you eat Pop-Tarts for dinner?
E-mail Kveno
at kvenosa@mnstate.edu.
Columnist mimics sassy New Yorker ... almost







There is no better advice to 
follow than your own, a fact 
that is exemplified by sculpt-
ing professor Chris Walla. 
The one recommendation he 
would make to his students, 
or any art students for that 
matter, is to make a commit-
ment to their craft and always 
apply to any art opportunity 
presented.
So when it came time for 
Minnesota artists to apply 
for the McKnight Artists 
Fellowship for Visual Artists 
last winter, West Coast native 
Walla moved from Fargo to 
Moorhead just so he could 
apply with other MSUM fac-
ulty.
His decision paid off because 
he later became one of four 
chosen for the honor.
“You always have to submit 
because the judging changes 
every year. Had I submitted 
last year, I don’t think I would 
have won,” Walla said.
According to MAFVA 
Program Director Kristin 
Makholm, the purpose of the 
fellowship is to identify and 
support outstanding mid-
career artists. Selection is 
determined by a panel of art-
ists, art curators and critics, 
who narrow numerous entries 
down to 12 finalists and visit 
their studios.
“The fellows are chosen for 
the strength and promise of 
their work and their position 
as mid-career artists living in 
Minnesota,” Makholm said.
Walla remembered how 
nerve-racking the studio 
meeting with the panel was, 
particularly because he only 
had 15 minutes to display his 
work and emphasize his artis-
tic concept: language.
His sculptures typically rep-
resent communication by tak-
ing the form of speech bubbles 
and punctuation marks, sub-
tly and abstractly revealing 
identity issues and political 
and cultural dilemmas.
Walla said that his work has 
evolved a lot over time, partic-
ularly post-9/11.  Recently, his 
work has focused on display, 
consumer culture and things 
that are attractive and sad at 
the same time.
“I work with wood, metal and 
stone, which could encompass 
many ideas. You have to do 
your best to serve the viewer 
because not everyone will like 
the work, so you hope they’ll 
at least understand it.  It may 
not be meant to be liked,” 
Walla said.
Walla said that he has also 
had the opportunity to work 
with materials that art viewers 
wouldn’t normally expect to 
see on sculptures, like fabric 
and a rainbow of paints.
Whatever his technique, 
style or theme, Makholm said 
the panel was very impressed. 
“Chris is a dedicated artist 
who tackles tough questions 
in equally as tough and cul-
turally laden forms and sub-
stances.
“His work spans many dif-
ferent media, bringing a vari-
ety of aesthetic languages into 
play. The work was sincere, 
critically relevant and visually 
powerful,” said Makholm.
Walla contributes much of his 
love for sculpting to his “very 
strong” mentors. For example, 
he originally worked with 
ceramics only to change to 
sculpting after taking a college 
sculpting class he enjoyed.
He admits to this day that 
he is a lifelong learner and 
the fellowship has given him 
more opportunities to expand 
his knowledge.
“I love having the oppor-
tunity of teaching because I 
learn as much from my stu-
dents as they do from me.  My 
potential for change is huge,” 
Walla said.
MAFVA recipients are given 
a $25,000 grant, which they 
will use to create a body of 
work for the group exhibit 
next summer. Walla said he 
plans to use the money just 
so.
“A lot (of the grant) goes 
into fabrication. It takes a lot 
of money to ship sculptures, 
and I needed help to do so,” 
Walla said.
While the world will have to 
wait until next summer to see 
Walla’s completed work,  the 
MSUM and the F-M commu-
nity can view his sculptures 
at the faculty art exhibit on 
Sept. 18.
His work will also be fea-
tured in another exhibit at the 
University of North Dakota 
in Grand Forks at the end of 
September.
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The film studies program in 
the communications studies, 
film studies and theatre arts 
department is not only gain-
ing an abundance of new stu-
dents this fall but a new assis-
tant professor as well. 
Kyja Kristjansson-Nelson 
comes to MSUM fresh from 
completing a Fulbright 
Fellowship in Iceland, but 
it’s not a first for the F-M 
native who actually attended 
Moorhead State University 
before the name change. 
“I was here for maybe two 
years and got interested in 
film and they didn’t have any 
filmmaking classes then, so I 
transferred,” said Kristjansson-
Nelson. She completed her 
undergraduate degree at the 
University of Minnesota in the 
Twin Cities as part of an indi-
vidualized degree program. 
Kristjansson-Nelson gradu-
ated with a second degree in 
Icelandic language and cul-
ture.
“My great grandparents 
immigrated from Iceland, so 
I guess I had a pretty intense 
interest in that cultural heri-
tage,” she said.
The final decision to study 
her ancestral background 
came after tutoring a woman 
who spoke the language.  
The U of M offers an 
International Reciprocal 
Student Exchange Program 
where one person goes to 
Iceland and another comes to 
study in Minnesota. 
“I was their IRSEP scholar 
one year and went over there 
and took a year to basically 
learn Icelandic and be there,” 
said Kristjansson-Nelson of 
her trip in 2000. “I did a lit-
tle filmmaking in Iceland but 
nothing major came out of it.”
After completing school 
Kristjansson-Nelson went to 
New York to be an art depart-
ment production assistant on 
the television show “Law and 
Order: Criminal Intent” before 
finishing her Masters of Fine 
Arts in film at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
It was at graduate school 
where she worked as a teach-
ing assistant, associate lecturer 
and freelance filmmaker while 
attending classes.
“I wanted to go back (to 
Iceland) in the capacity of a 
filmmaker and not just to study 
language,” said Kristjansson-
Nelson. “My time there before 
was great also, but I just had 
no time at all to pursue my 
filmmaking interests and 




the desire, but finances just 
weren’t in place for a return 
trip. All that changed after she 
landed a prestigious Fulbright 
Fellowship. J. William Ful-
bright was a senator who 
developed the program to 
allow a cultural exchange 
between the U.S. and other 
nations for postgraduates and 
professionals in all areas.
Meanwhile, the MSUM film 
studies program was waiting 
to hear the official word on the 
possibility of adding a new 
faculty member.
“As a whim I guess, some-
one had sent me an article 
about MSUM creating the new 
film major,” said Kristjansson-
Nelson who applied for jobs 
all over the U.S. and Canada. 
“I saw the department was 
expanding so I sent them a 
letter saying I was moving 
back to the United States and 
was wondering if they needed 
an adjunct professor or any-
thing.”
Kristjansson-Nelson’s e-
mail coincidently came just 
one week before funding was 
secured for a new faculty 
position. After a nationwide 
search with a strong pool of 
15 to 20 applicants, the com-
mittee was so impressed with 
Kristjansson-Nelson’s creden-
tials and creative work that 
they offered her the job.
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ROBYN ROHDE / THE ADvOcATE
New film studies professor Kyja Kristjansson-Nelson, with her favorite camera, returned to MSUM 
after being one of six to eight people to receive a Fulbright Fellowship to Iceland.
HEATHER gRUENHAgEN / THE ADvOcATE
Art professor Chris Walla poses next to some of the artwork in his 
studio.  Often working with wood and metal, he also likes to use 
fabrics, paint and glitter for his sculptures.
Meehlhause can be reached at
meehlhke@mnstate.edu.
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The English department 
recently announced the fall 
2006 schedule for the Tom 
McGrath Visiting Writers 
Series. Named in honor of the 
late prize-winning poet Tom 
McGrath, the series strives to 
bring contemporary writers 
to read and share their work 
with the campus community. 
Due to the construction, 
readings will take place in at 
8 p.m. CMU 101 instead of 
the library porch. Before each 
reading, the visitor will give 
a “Talk on the Writer’s Craft” 
at 4 p.m.
Kicking off the series 
will be performance poet 
Debra Marquart on Sept. 
19. She recently published 
“The Horizontal World: 
Growing Up in the Middle 
of Nowhere: A Memoir” 
through Counterpoint Press. 
In addition to writing, she 
teaches English at Iowa State 
University.
On Oct. 10 idependent film-
maker and screenwriter Tony 
Buba will visit MSUM. Since 
1974, he has made more than 
20 films through his produc-
tion company Braddock Films. 
He also taught for three years 
at Robert Morris University. 
Instead of reading, he will 
present a film screening and 
discussion.
Poet and short story writ-
er Wang Ping ends the fall 
2006 schedule on Nov. 8. Her 
published works include 
“American Visa,” the novel 
“Foreign Devil,” the poetry 
collection “Of Flesh & Spirit,” 
the cultural study “Aching for 
Beauty: Footbinding in China” 
and most recently “The Magic 
Whip,” a second collection of 
poetry. Wang is also the edi-
tor and co-translator of the 
anthology “New Generation: 
Poetry from China Today.”
The New Rivers Press 
Literary Festival is scheduled 
for October 17 to 19. Details on 
this event to follow.
“Her work compliments my 
emphasis in dramatic narra-
tive, with her documentary, 
experimental and animation,” 
said fellow film professor Tom 
Brandau. 
Kristjansson-Nelson offers a 
just out of graduate school 
freshness in addition to her 
youthfulness and creative 
energy, which looks to pro-
vide a strong addition to the 
program.
Program head Harold 
Casselton added, “Kyja will 
help with strengthening the 
foundations of filmmaking, 
the understanding of good 
filmmaking techniques and 
she will impress upon the stu-
dents the importance of fun-
damentals.” 
Kristjansson-Nelson is teach-
ing classes mainly in the major 
core this semester while she 
gets a feel for where she fits 
but will be heavily involved in 
helping to develop the future 
of the program. “I would like 
to see more genre-specific 
courses and work with anima-
tion.”
Contrary to popular belief, 
Fargo-Moorhead really isn’t 
that bad. In fact, it’s actually 
a good place to live. It has a 
unique blend of small-town 
atmosphere and big-city con-
veniences that few other plac-
es can lay claim to.
Oftentimes though, there has 
been talk about how boring it 
is or how there is nothing to 
do. It certainly may feel that 
way at times, especially for 
incoming freshman unfamiliar 
with the area.
However, such statements 
hold little water once one real-
izes how much the F-M region 
has to offer for college stu-
dents.
Everyone likes to go to the 
movies, and there are a few 
theater options. The Safari 
is a cheap theater that for 
$1.75 shows feature movies 
that have already finished at 
mainstream theaters, like West 
Acres or Century 10 in Fargo.
The Fargo Theatre shows 
classic and independent films. 
The building has a piece of 
local history and a cool atmo-
sphere. Students also have 
the opportunity to view films 
made by community mem-
bers.
Sometimes entertainment 
can be found completely for 
free.
Island Park in downtown 
Fargo is an excellent place to 
go for a walk or to enjoy being 
outdoors without leaving the 
city. The Dike West features a 
skatepark and several outdoor 
basketball courts.
If hunger hits, finding some-
where to eat is no trouble. The 
word on the street is Fargo has 
the highest number of restau-
rants per capita of any city in 
the nation. Lots of places to 
eat can be found just a short 
jaunt from campus. 
Crossing the bridge into 
Fargo, popular restaurants 
include Paradiso’s (Mexican 
food), King House Buffet 
(Chinese food) and Kroll’s 
Diner (buy one, get one free 
milkshakes every Monday).
A coffee shop in town is The 
Red Raven. Downstairs at 
14 Roberts Street, it’s easy to 
overlook. The building has a 
good atmosphere, often host-
ing performances by local 
musicians, writers and artists.
Fargo-Moorhead is filled 
with small coffee shops, like 
Selah House of Coffee and the 
Knitty Gritty Cafe, which offer 
beverages and live music.
Barnes and Noble is a more 
obvious choice but no less 
good place to grab a cup of 
coffee and maybe a book to 
read.
Everybody loves music, and 
the area boasts a lively local 
music scene. Local concerts 
for all ages are often held at 
the Fargo VFW and the Red 
Raven, hosting a range of 
musical genres.
The “HoDo” or Hotel 
Donaldson on Broad-way in 
downtown Fargo is a good 
place to listen to live jazz. 
Cheapo Discs is a decent 
record store located on main 
Avenue in Moorhead 
“Cheapos is pretty cool,” said 
freshman Chris Mead. “They 
had all three ‘Pig Destroyer’ 
albums I was looking for.”
If one is looking for some-
thing to shock his or her par-
ents on the next visit home, 
tattoo parlors are all over the 
place. Addictions, 46 and 2 
Tattoo, Dead Rock Star and 
the Golden Needle are all pop-
ular places to go to get your 
ink done.
One doesn’t have to look far 
or hard to find something to 
do here. This is a short and 
by no means complete list of 
places to go and things to do 
in the F-M area.
College is an adventure. 
Enjoy it.
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McGrath fall schedule announced
Think F-M is boring? Think again
Cheapos is pretty 
cool.  They had all 
three ‘Pig Destroy-







Theatre B, located at 716 Main St. in Far-
go, kicks off its fourth season with “The 
Guys” by Anne Nelson. The play opens 
at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 7, running Thursdays 
through Saturdays until Sept. 23.
Concert:
The NDSU Division of Fine Arts proud-
ly presents pianist and National Public 
Radio host Christopher O’Riley for an 
evening of music by Shostakovich, Ra-
diohead and Elliott Smith at 7:30 p.m. 
Sept. 8.
Art Show:
From now until Sept. 13, artists Rob 
Kelly, Linda Deg, Mary Lingen and Jane 
Schmidt will present their perspectives 
on the land in the Roland Dille Cen-
ter for the Arts gallery’s “Landscapes: 
Macro/Micro” show. 
Music:
NDSU International Students Asso-
cation will host a Back to School Bash 
Sept. 9 in the Fargodome parking lot E. 
Rain or shine, the auto show starts at 
8 p.m. while the actual bash starts at 9 
p.m.
NelSON, FrOM pAGe 8
By BEN SAILER
Staff Writer
rohde can be reached 
at rohdero@mnstate.edu.
Sailer can be reached
at bendrix5000@hotmail.com.
Take it easy on Sundays.  
Enjoy football with friends
and these specials:
Moorhead
1001 30th Ave. S. 
218-233-1326
Open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. Sundays
11 a.m. - 10 p.m. Monday-Thursday







(11:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.)
Half price 
appetizers
(7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.)
Campus Special
Voted Best Pizza in Over 100 Markets
$7.99
Monday – Saturday Happy Hour 
1/2 Price Appetizers & $1 OFF Wells & 23oz Taps from 5-7pm 
Monday Free Birthday Meal! 
Join us from 5-10pm on any Monday of your birthday month, and with the 
purchase of any meal, we’ll treat you to a meal of equal or lesser value for FREE!
Tuesdays
Old School Beer Night – $1 Cans of Beer 
$1 Pounders & $3.50 Pitchers from 8-Midnight!
Wednesdays 
Old School Beer Night – $1 Cans of Beer 
$1 Pounders & $3.50 Pitchers from 8-Midnight!
Thursdays
$2 Teas, Captain Morgan Drinks, 20 oz. Tap Beers, Jag Bombs, 
Smirnoff Vodka & Red Bull Drinks from 8-12pm
Fridays & Saturdays
$2 Teas, Captain Morgan Drinks, 20 oz. Tap Beers, Jag Bombs, 
Smirnoff Vodka & Red Bull Drinks from 8-11pm
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Sept. 1:
VB at UND Northern Extreme
CC at NDSU Invitational
Sept. 2:
FB vs. Concordia College
1:35 p.m. Powerbowl




Soccer at North Dakota
4 p.m.
Sept. 8:
VB at Wayne State
noon
VB at Concordia (SP)
4 p.m.




FB at Mayville 
1:30 p.m.
VB at Southwest Minn. State
noon
VB at Upper Iowa
4 p.m.
Soccer at Minnesota, Morris
2 p.m.
Golf at Concordia College
Sept. 10:
Golf at Concordia College
Sept. 15:





VB vs. University of Mary
4 p.m.
Golf at CSP Invitational
CC at St. Olaf Inviational
11 a.m.
Sept. 17:
Soccer vs. Concordia (SP)
1 p.m.
Golf at CSP Invitational
Sept. 23:
VB at Winona State
4 p.m.
Soccer vs. Bemidji State
11 a.m.
Golf at Mustang Invitational
CC at Roy Griak Invitational
Sept. 24:
Soccer vs. Crookston. Minn
1 p.m. Parents Day
Golf at Mustang Invitational
Sept 30:
Soccer at Univeristy of Mary
1 p.m.
Golf at MSUM Invitational
Oct. 1:
Soccer at Northern State
1 p.m.
Golf at MSUM Invitational
Oct. 6:
CC at Roy Griak Invitational
Oct. 7:
Soccer vs. Winona State
1 p.m.
Oct. 8:
Soccer vs. Upper Iowa
1 p.m. Senior Recognition Day
Oct. 14:




Soccer at Wayne State
1 p.m.
Oct. 21:
Soccer at Concordia (SP)
4 p.m.
*Home games in bold
Players relate to younger coach
MSUM football team’s defense strong, offense getting better
Former defensive coordinator 
Damon Tomeo’s job descrip-
tion changed dramatically last 
April when he was named 
interim head football coach at 
MSUM. Tomeo replaces Chad 
Eisele, who resigned after just 
one season as head coach. 
Eisele accepted the Director 
of Athletics position at Knox 
College in Galesburg, Ill.
“Coach Eisele is still a major 
confidant and adviser to me,” 
said Tomeo. “In the same sense 
it was kind of a shock. I always 
enjoyed being a coordinator 
and coach, but this is a role 
the players and team wanted 
me to do. So, with their confi-
dence I took the job.”
The Dragons ended their 16-
game losing streak last season, 
placing sixth in the Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate Conference 
with a record of 1-6, 1-9 over-
all. It can hardly be called 
an improvement considering 
MSUM has gone 4-28 in the 
past three seasons. 
However, with an energetic 
head coach, new offensive 
coordinator and a veteran 
defense, there is reason for 
optimism.
“I do pride myself on my 
level of energy. I ask the guys 
to play with a passion and I’m 
going to bring that same pas-
sion to practice and prepara-
tions every day,” Tomeo said.
With nine returning starters, 
the Dragons defense could 
be looking to make a run as 
one of the top defensive units 
in the conference. “We’re so 
much farther this year than 
we were last year,” explained 
senior safety Mitch Jeppesen. 
“Coach Tomeo has pushed 
us all through summer and I 
think we’re looking good.”
Jeppesen, a transfer from 
North Dakota State College of 
Science, Wahpeton, N.D., led 
the team with four intercep-
tions last season. Teaming him 
with sophomore cornerback 
Josh Jones could make it dif-
ficult for opposing receivers in 
the secondary.
MSUM struggled in past 
seasons with passing game. 
Last year three quarterbacks 
combined for only five touch-
downs and 17 interceptions. 
Tomeo spent the offseason 
addressing that issue and the 
Dragons recruited quarter-
back Dustin Long. Long is a 
junior transfer from NCAA 
Division I-AA Weber State 
with a strong arm and good 
decision-making skills. 
“I got in contact with coach 
Tomeo and he got me inter-
ested in coming here,” said 
Long of his choice to transfer. 
“I figured it would be a good 
fit with my style.”
Redshirt freshman Craig 
Kutz is also looking to stake 
claim to the QB position and 
help MSUM improve on its 
115 passing yards per game.
The Dragons retain a sea-
soned receiving core, led by 
senior Brandon Schlenner, 
junior Bruce Green and sopho-
more Joe Johnson. Incoming 
freshman wide receiver Jabari 
Taylor could add a legitimate 
deep threat. 
From Hollywood, Fla., 
Taylor’s 4.5 second 40-yard 
dash record made him once 
considered a Division I pros-
pect. “We score in every prac-
tice, everyone’s touching the 
ball, and the quarterback’s 
making good reads,” Taylor 
said of the offense’s progres-
sion.
Junior Dante Mathis and 
freshman Enol Gillies look to 
headline the running game. 
Don’t let Gilles’s 5’ 6”, 155-
pound frame fool you. He has 
the speed and elusive ability 
to break free for quick first 
downs or long runs.
“I’ve always been the small-
est, that means nothing to 
me. It’s all about heart,” said 
Gillies as evident of a tattoo on 
his right arms that reads, “It’s 
not about the size of the dog 
in the fight but the size of the 
fight in the dog.”
The Dragons will be put to 
the test on Saturday as they 
host the Powerbowl against 
Concordia starting at 1:35 
p.m.
“I feel pretty confident this 
year that the product is going 
to be on the field, in the effort 
they display and the passion 
they have. It’s going to be 







Rohde can be reached 
at rohdero@mnstate.edu.
After the final issue of The 
Advocate last spring, the 
Dragon women’s outdoor 
track and field team was 
crowned champions of the 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference.
Jessica Trautwein was named 
most valuable field athlete of 
the year. She won both the 
long jump and triple jump 
events at the NSIC tourna-
ment and placed second in 
high jump and the heptath-
lon.
Jennifer Hensel set a new 
NSIC Championship record 
with a pole vault of 12’ 5 1/2”. 
She was also named newcom-
er of the year.
The team will be honored at 
halftime of the Powerbowl.
Dragons must defend title with new team
Keith Barnier and the MSUM 
cross country team are fac-
ing an uphill battle after a 
historic season last year. For 
the first time in 15 years, the 
women won a Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference 
team title.
“It showed us we don’t have 
to watch someone else cel-
ebrate,” said Barnier, who is 
both the cross country and 
track and field head coach.
Unfortunately, only one of 
the  five placers are returning 
to the team this season. Both 
Kristin Dolence and Kerry 
Plath, who placed in the top 
10 at the NSIC championship, 
graduated. Angie Kveene and 
Holly Farwell also left the 
team to pursue other interests. 
Sophomore Sara Rebenitsch, 
an all-conference selection, 
will be returning.
“It’s a whole new team so 
hopefully we’ll all click,” said 
Rebenitsch. “We have talent 
on the team and we will be 
competitive and hopefully 
win another title.”
Diane Miller is also back this 
year after taking a season off.
The women’s team currently 
has seven runners on the ros-
ter but more are expected to 
join as the season continues.
Senior Dane Moreland cap-
tured the NSIC individual title 
to help the Dragon men to a 
third place finish last year.
Moreland, junior Dustin 
Lillegaard and sophomore 
David Teige all came back 
from summer break in great 
shape and are running well.
“We have to improve on team 
unity and get them to run in a 
pack,” Barnier said. “We want 
to close the gap between the 
number one runner and the 
number five runner.”
Cley Twiggs was added as a 
new assistant coach this sea-
son. Twiggs not only trains 
the athletes but raises morale 
by running the course with 
them. 
Both the men’s and wom-
en’s teams will start the sea-
son this Friday in the NDSU 
Invitational at the Edgewood 
Country Club.
Outdoor Track and Field named champions
Advocate staff reports






Dragon volleyball divided a 
pair of matches on Aug. 26 
to finish 3-1 at the Missouri 
Southern Invitational volley-
ball tournament while head 
coach Tammy Blake-Kath 
reached a memorable mile-
stone.
Undefeated after the first 
night, the Dragons overtook 
Southwest Baptist 30-25, 30-
21, 30-24 and Henderson State 
30-25, 28-30, 30-26, 31-33, 15-
7.
Just one day after Blake-Kath 
achieved her 200th career vic-
tory, the Dragons dropped the 
morning match to Northwest 
Missouri 21-30, 32-30, 30-
22, 30-28 before sweeping 
Missouri-St. Louis 30-22, 30-
27, 30-25 in the afternoon.
“It was a good tournament to 
see what are our strengths and 
where we need to improve,” 
said Blake-Kath, who is in her 
12th season with the Dragons.
Junior setter Julie Vancura 
combined for 199 assists in the 
tournament.
Fargo native, senior Becky 
Anderson had 36 kills. Senior 
outside hitter Jesseca White 
and sophomore middle hitter 
Meagan Brandon totaled 63 
kills each.
MSUM travels to Grand 
Forks for the UND Northern 
Extreme tournament on Friday 
and Saturday.
“We have a young team so 
matching anybody in our 
region is going to be tough 
play,” said Blake-Kath.
MSUM 3, SW Baptist 0
MSUM (kills-blocks-aces): Vancura 1-1-0 (40 
assists), Sussenguth 0-1-0, Brandon 12-2-2, 
Anderson 5-3-3, White 13-1-1, Norling 11-1-0, 
Marr 0-0-1, Guenther 5-4-0, Oftedahl 0-0-4 (11 
digs), Sorensen 0-0-1.
SW BAPTIST: Jessen 6-0-0, Hammerschmidt 6-
1-0, Denbow 8-4-1, Stewart 2-1-0, Kenney 3-5-0 
(30 assistis), Palmer 10-1-0 (10 digs), Zane 1-0-2, 
Baser 0-0-0, Perry 0-0-0, Stare 2-1-0, Baker 0-0-0.
MSUM 3, Henderson State 2
MSUM (kills-blocks-aces): Guenther 6-5-0, 
Vancura 2-2-2 (61 assists), Sussenguth 3-1-0, 
Brandon 14-3-0, Anderson 16-8-3, White 21-4-0, 
Norling 11-3-0, Marr 0-0-1, Oftedahl 0-0-0 (17 
digs), Sorensen 0-0-1.
HENDERDON STATE: Mali 23-0-1, Trudgeon 
11-2-0, Raveon 10-0-2, Musebe 7-4-0, Norton 
0-0-1 (33 assists), Euppah 12-3-0, Princhard 0-
0-0, Robichau 5-4-0, Angle 0-0-0, Wright 0-0-1 
(19 digs).
NW Missouri 3, MSUM 1
NORTHWEST MISSOURI (kills-blocks-aces): 
Bremer 1-0-1, Trowbridge 8-4-0, Hankins 0-2-
2 (46 assists), Mitchell 10-6-0, Bohnker 6-8-0, 
Heston 21-7-0, Wojtowicz 0-0-1 (15 digs), Stilwell 
0-0-0, Hyland 7-4-0.
MSUM: Marr 1-0-0, Guenther 7-6-0, Vancura 5-
4-0 (55 assists), Brandon 22-2-0, Anderson 9-4-1, 
White 15-1-1 (22 digs), Bourcy 0-1-0, Oftendahl 
1-0-0, Sussenguth 1-0-0, Sorenson 0-0-0, Norling 
12-1-0.
MSUM 3, Missouri-St. Louis 0
MISSOURI-ST. LOUIS (kills-blocks-aces): 
Brinker 3-0-0 (28 assists, 12 digs), Baumstark 
5-1-0, Nicholas 0-0-0, Barnard 0-0-1, Denton 10-
0-0, Trame 13-0-0, Eisnaugle 2-1-0, Brown 0-0-0, 
Williams 1-0-0, Median 5-2-0.
MSUM: Guenther 8-1-0, Vancura 0-2-1 (43 
assists), Brandon 15-2-0, Anderson 6-3-1, White 
14-1-1, Oftendahl 1-0-0 (12 digs), Norling 8-0-1, 
Marr 0-0-1.
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Senior midfielder Danielle Reid tries to fight off Miriam Lombar-
dozzi in the Dragons 4-1 loss to Concordia College on Aug. 23.
Coach collects 200th career win 
Advocate staff reports
A breakaway goal by sopho-
more Richelle Ross and div-
ing saves by junior goalkeeper 
Morgan Landwehr were not 
enough to help the Dragon 
women’s soccer team defeat 
the Concordia College women 
in exhibition play on Aug. 
23. The Cobbers won 4-1 in 
the Dragons’ last preseason 
game.
Concordia came out fero-
ciously and controlled play 
from the start. 
“I don’t think we came out as 
aggressive as we could have,“ 
said senior Megan DaPisa. 
“We were still warming up 
at the beginning of the game 
and it took us a little while to 
really get into the swing of the 
game.”
The Cobbers had two quick 
shots on goal that Landwehr 
athletically dove to defend. 
The Cobbers kept up their 
aggression and scored two 
goals in the first half.
In the second half, the 
Dragons stepped up their 
intensity and the referee at 
one point told a Dragon and 
Cobber player that the game 
was just a scrimmage. DaPisa 
said, “Because we are so close 
to Concordia and they have 
a great soccer program, we 
always want to play well 
against them.” At the end of 
the half, Ross out-hustled two 
Cobber defenders to get a late 
score for the Dragons.
The team comes into the 2006 
season hoping to improve on 
their 5-15-1 record from last 
season. “We’ve improved so 
much since last season,” said 
Coach Rollie Bulock, now in 
his eighth season with the 
team. “We had a great spring, 
and our experience gives us 
something to build on. We’ll 
be a stronger and more sea-
soned team this fall, and our 
incoming freshman will give 
us more speed.” 
The Dragons opened the 
regular season on Saturday 
against the Colorado Christian 
University Cougars. Bulock 
felt it was a winnable game 
and could have gone the 
Dragons way, but a Cougar 
player scored in double over-
time to give  them a 2-1 win. 
Richelle Ross scored for the 
Dragons with an assist by 
Danielle Reid.
The Dragons balanced their 
record on Sunday with a 2-
0 win over the University of 
Sioux Falls. MSUM out-shot 
Sioux Falls 22-4 with two in 
the net. 
Freshman Ashley Reitz 
knocked the first score in the 
70th minute with an assist by 
Jena Reed, and sophomore 
Abby Barker added another in 
the 82nd minute. 
The Dragon Women’s home 
opener against St. Cloud State 
was on Wednesday when this 
issue went to press.
Colorado Christian 2, MSUM 1
FIRST HALF: 1, MSUM, Ross (Reid), 16:30. 
SECOND HALF: 2, CC, Dean, 78:00. 
FIRST OVERTIME: No scoring.
SECOND OVERTIME: 3, CC, Rush (Price), 1:04.
SAVES: MSUM, Landwehr 5.
MSUM 2, Sioux Falls 0
FIRST HALF: No scoring. 
SECOND HALF: 1, MSUM, Rietz (Reed), 73:03. 
2, MSUM, Barker 82:36.
SAVES: MSUM, Pearson 2. SF, Fierbach 12.
By CHRIS FLYNN
Staff Writer
Flynn can be reached
at flynnch@mnstate.edu.
MSUM falls in 2-1 in double overtime
SUBMITTED PHOTO
MSUM rugby players set up a scrum in a game against NDSU. The team practices Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday evenings from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
First day is game day
The rugby club began prac-
tice on Aug. 24 hosting a 
scrimmage against the neigh-
bors across the river, NDSU.
With just a short pregame 
run through, the 20 or so new 
MSUM players all took turns 
playing a potential position.
Senior Justin Schwegel broke 
free from a collapsed maul 
to bring in the Dragons first 
try but was called back on a 
penalty.
Later on NDSU rookie Matt 
Motley had a clear path to the 
endzone. Due to the fact it was 
his first day, Motley did not 
realize a player has to actually 
touch the ball to the ground 
for the points to count.
“I like it (rugby) better than 
football because everyone can 
play every spot,” said senior 
Luke Herbert, who has been 
playing rugby for five years.
Although the team gained 
more new guys this year than 
in the past, they still have 
several experienced players 
on the roster. Seniors Zach 
Fjelstad and Daniel Graham 
are returning along with 
sophomores Erik Glenn and 
Nathan Lampl.
“It’s really challenging 
but really rewarding,” said 
Herbert.
Both the men’s and wom-
en’s teams host NDSU for 
a rematch game today. The 
women start at roughly 5 p.m. 
with the men to follow around 
6:30 p.m. behind the football 
field.
The men also travel to Eagan, 
Minn., on Saturday to official-
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Travel
Call STS for the best deals to this 
year's top 10 Spring Break destina-
tions! Earn the highest rep commis-
sions! Ask about our group dis-
counts! Voted best party schedules. 
1-800-648-4849. www.ststravel.com






Nathan Rooney, pastor, 701-729-5697
Sunday Service:  10:00am @ 608 Main Ave. Fargo
Help Wanted
Honest, Caring, Dependable Care-
giver for 12yr. old boy with spcial 
needs.  Involves lifting, transfer-
ring, and positioning.  MUST enjoy 
interaction in swimming, physical 
activities, and one on one.  EVE-
NING & WEEKEND HRS. AVAIL-
ABLE.  Great Pay.  Great Experi-
ence for Special Education Majors 




The FARGODOME is seeking a 
part-time Operations Assistant.  
Hours will vary.  This position is 
under the Operations Manager and 
is responsible for assisting in varied 
maintenance and custodial opera-
tion duties.  High School degree or 
equivalent required.  Experience 
desired in AV technology, stagehand, 
custodial and maintenance proce-
dures. Starts at $8.50 per hour.
Applicants are encouraged to fill out 
applications at the FARGODOME, 
1800 North University Dr., FARGO, 
ND  No Phone calls please.  AA/
EOE/ADA.
The FARGODOME is seeking 
part-time Stagehands/Conver-
sion Workers to assist in event set 
up/tear down and load in and out of 
concerts.  Wages start at $8.25 per 
hour.  Hours vary according to event 
schedules.  Applicants are encour-
aged to fill out applications at the 
FARGODOME, 1800 N. University 
Drive, FARGO, ND.  No Phone calls 
please.  Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer.
The FARGODOME is seeking part-
time Custodial Workers to assist in 
event and post-event cleans.  Wage 
starting at $8.25 per hour.  Hours 
vary according to event schedules. 
Applicants are encouraged to fill out 
applications at the FARGODOME, 
1800 N. University Drive, FARGO, 
ND.  No Phone calls please.  Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
The FARGODOME is accepting 
applications for part-time conces-
sion workers  which include: COOKS 
and STAND MANAGERS.h Hours 
vary according to event schedules. 
Applicants are encouraged to fill out 
applications at the FARGODOME, 
1800 N. University Drive, FARGO, 
ND.  No Phone calls please.  Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
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Vice President for Student 
Affairs Warren Wiese 
explained that the main factor 
for the delay was making sure 
Kise was up and running for 
students since there is already 
a temporary Wellness Center 
for use.
“If we couldn’t feed students 
on the first day of class, that 
would be much more of a 
problem,” Weise said.
Wiese also stated that they 
are still in the process of secur-
ing the total funding for the 
building. The facility is being 
funded by a combination of 
student fees and through pri-
vate donations.
The Student Center 
Committee, which was created 
specifically to make Wellness 
Center decisions, has been dis-
banded as well.
Wiese cites the reason being 
that since the original pro-
posed location of the Wellness 
Center was not feasible, there 
was no sense in keeping the 
committee designed to make 
decisions for that particular 
location.
Despite these significant set-
backs, the Wellness Center is 
making some headway and 
has found an approved site on 
the west side of Ballard along 
14th Street South.
Though blueprints have yet 
to be drawn up, they are cur-
rently in the schematic design 
stage, which will present a 
rendering of the building in 
the approved space.
Currently, there are no plans 
on when the Wellness Center 
will begin construction or be 
completed. MSUM plans on 
meeting with the Office of the 
Chancellor of the Minnesota 
State Colleges and Universities 
system this fall to gain approv-
al to move forward on the next 
phase of the project. 
According to MSUM Business 
Manager Mark Rice, MSUM 
hopes to raise approximately 
$871,000 in Wellness Center 
fees this year with $788,000 
going toward construction of 
the project and $83,000 for the 
operation of the current facil-
ity.
Students will be paying $65 
per semester this year, which 
has been an increase from 
the $55 per semester fee last 
school year, which was an 
increase from the original $50 
per semester fee.
Wiese addressed the fact that 
many students will never get 
to enjoy the Wellness Center 
by using the construction 
of the CMU as an example, 
which many students paid for 
and never got to see.
Weise said, “The students 




Above: Sketches of how the Wellness center may look from different directions, as well as with a view including the cmu and bal-
lard, are provided by the architecture firm Hastings and Chivetta. Also, rough plans for the first and second floor of the Wellness 
center (left to right) are mapped out.
cAry KnudSon / The AdvocATe
SubmiTTed phoToS
rohla can be reached
at rohlawi@mnstate.edu.
Left: Students take an ab 
class at the current Wellness 
center, formerly Thomas ed-
itson elementary school, at 
1110 14th St. S.
below: center planners have 
looked at other schools’ fit-
ness centers, and a picture 
of one of those shows a sec-
ond floor track circling a first 
floor basketball court.
